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. WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A method of configuring an IP network containing a plurality of computing 
devices each connectable to a backbone network, each device having a first interface for 
establishing a Bluetooth connection, the method comprising the steps of: 

transmitting to each device, through its first interface, a first Bluetooth 
message suitable for discovering at least one network-relevant 
characteristic of the device; 

recording first indicia respectively indicative of the discovered 
characteristic for each device; 

generating, for each device, a second Bluetooth message representing a 
selectable value of at least one IP parameter with which the device may be 
configured, the second Bluetooth message being in a form suitable for 
commanding the associated device to correspondingly set the associated IP 
parameter; 

selecting the value of the IP parameter for each device consistent with the 
recorded first indicia for such device; and 

transmitting each second Bluetooth message to the associated device 
through its first interface. 

2. A method as defined in claim 1, in which the steps of the method are executed 
with a hand-held Bluetooth terminal. 

3. A method as defined in claim 1, in which the IP parameter is the IP address of 
the associated device. 

4. A method as defined in claim 1, in which the IP parameter is the MAC address 
of the associated device. 

5. A method as defined in claim 1, in which the IP parameter is the IP name of the 
associated device. 

6. A method as defined in claim 1, in which the IP parameter is the common 
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Bluetooth name of the associated device. 

7. A method as defined in claim 1, in which the IP parameter is the identity of a 
default gateway. 

8. A method as defined in claim 1, in which the IP parameter is the location of a 
DNS server. 

9. A method of configuring an IP network containing a first plurality of computing 
devices each connectable to a backbone network, each device having a first interface for 
establishing a Bluetooth connection, the method comprising the steps of: 

transmitting to each device, through its first interface, a first Bluetooth 
message suitable for discovering at least one network- relevant 
characteristic of the device; 

recording first indicia indicative of the discovered characteristic for each of 
the devices; 

generating second indicia indicative of a selectable value of at least one IP 
parameter with which each device may be configured,, 
selecting the second indicia for each device consistent with the recorded 
first indicia for such device; 

generating, for each device, a second Bluetooth message reflecting the 
corresponding second indicia, the second Bluetooth message being in a 
form suitable for commanding the associated device to correspondingly set 
the associated IP parameter; and 

transmitting each second Bluetooth message to the associated device 
through its first interface. 

10. A method as defined in claim 9, in which the first plurality of devices form 
part of a larger second plurality of devices each having the first and second interfaces, and 
in which the method further comprises the step, prior to the first Bluetooth message 
transmitting step, of interrogating the second plurality of devices with a Bluetooth inquiry 
to seek responses from devices within Bluetooth range, whereby only the first plurality of 
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devices respond to such inquiry. 

11. A method as defined in claim 9, in which the IP parameter is the IP address of 
the associated device. 

12. A method as defined in claim 9, in which the IP parameter is the MAC address 
of the associated device. 

13. A method as defined in claim 9, in which the IP parameter is the IP name of the 
associated device. 

14. A method as defined in claim 9 in which the EP parameter is the common 
Bluetooth name of the associated device. 

15. A method as defined in claim 9, in which the IP parameter is the identity of a 
default gateway. 

16. A method as defined in claim 9, in which the IP parameter is the location of a 
DNS server. 

17. For use in updating the configuration of an IP network containing a plurality 
of computing devices each connectable to a backbone network, each device having a first 
interface for establishing a Bluetooth connection, a Bluetooth terminal which comprises: 

means for transmitting to each device, through its first interface, a first 
Bluetooth message suitable for discovering the current state of at least one 
preselected DP parameter with which such device may be configured; 
means for recording first indicia respectively indicative of the discovered 
current state of the IP parameter for each device; 

means for selecting a desired state of the IP parameter for at least a first one 
of the devices; 

means responsive to the selecting means for updating the first indicia for 
the first device to reflect the desired state of the corresponding IP 
parameter; 



means responsive to the updating means for generating a second Bluetooth 
message suitable for commanding the first device to alter the relevant IP 
parameter consistent with the updating of the corresponding first indicia; 
and means for transmitting the second Bluetooth message to the first device 
through its first interface. 
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